
 City of St. Petersburg 
Legislative Affairs & Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

December 08, 2022 – 1:15 PM 
City Hall, Room 100 

 
Members: Committee Chair Brandi Gabbard, Committee Vice-Chair Ed 

Montanari, Council Member Lisset Hanewicz, and Council Chair 
Gina Driscoll 

Alternate: Council Member Deborah Figgs-Sanders 
Support Staff:   Kimberly Amos– City Council Legislative Aide 
 
1) Call to Order 
 
2) Approval of Agenda 
 
3) Approval of October 27, 2022 Minutes 
 
4) New Business – December 08, 2022 

 
a) Current Status in Tallahassee – Laura Boehmer, The Southern Group 
b) St. Petersburg Delegation Legislative Priorities 

a. Senator Nick DiCeglie 
b. Senator Darryl Rouson 
c. Representative Linda Chaney  
d. Representative Lindsay Cross 
e. District 62 Aide Olivia Canto on behalf of Representative Michele Rayner 

c) Finalize 2023 State Legislative Priorities   
d) Current Status in Washington D.C. – Robert Diamond, Capitol Counsel, LLC 

 
 

Upcoming Meeting Dates 
January 26, 2023 – 2023 State Legislative Priorities Discussion with Stakeholders 

 

Attachments: 
Support Material for New Business Items 
Pending and Continuing Referral List 
 



 

City of St. Petersburg 
Legislative Affairs and Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

October 27, 2022 Meeting Minutes 
City Hall, Room 100 

 
Present: Committee Chair Brandi Gabbard, Committee Vice-Chair Ed Montanari, Council Chair Gina 

Driscoll, Council Member Lisset Hanewicz, Council Member Deborah Figgs-Sanders (alternate) 
and Council Member Copley Gerdes 

 
Absent: None 

Also Present: Assistant City Attorney Jane Wallace, Interim Chief of Staff Doyle Walsh, Capitol Counsel LLC 
Partner Robert Diamond, The Southern Group Partner Laura Boehmer, Assistant City Attorney Michael Dema,  
and City Clerk Assistant Paul Traci  

Support Staff: Kimberly Amos – City Council Legislative Aide 

1. Call to Order – 2:30 PM  
2. Approval of Agenda – Committee Vice-Chair Montanari motioned for approval. All voted in favor. 
3. Approval of March 24, 2022 and May 19, 2022 Minutes – Councilmember Figgs-Sanders motioned for 

approval. All voted in favor. 
4. New Business – October 27, 2022 

Current Status in Washington D.C. – Robert Diamond, Capitol Counsel, LLC 
Mr. Diamond provided an update beginning with storm preparation and recovery efforts related to Hurricane 
Ian in cooperation with the White House and FEMA leadership. The priority when reconvening will be the 
FY23 Federal budget with several community-based funding items appearing favorable to pass. Legislation that 
would extend the Federal Child Tax Credit and potential continuation of Federal earmarks are being closely 
monitored. Collaborative efforts are occurring with the Mayor’s administrative team to pursue infrastructure 
grant opportunities. Mr. Diamond closed by reviewing the potential impacts that upcoming elections could have 
on the Senate and House of Representatives before taking committee member questions.  
 
Committee Chair Gabbard requested input on how to advocate for priorities now that St. Petersburg has two 
Congress Members. Mr. Diamond expressed that strategy would vary based on each member’s committee 
assignments and responsibilities. Council Chair Driscoll asked how Mr. Diamond envisions leveraging the 
impact the Tampa Bay region would have for sustainability and transportation initiatives. He responded that a 
regional approach would strengthen the likelihood of receiving funding and additional work with other entities 
will occur once the guidelines of programs are released and reviewed. CM Montanari asked when the 
continuing resolution (CR) for the Federal Budget would expire, Mr. Diamond answered December 14th and 
shared his opinion that the budget could be finalized by its expiration. CM Montanari expressed the preference 
to aggressively seek infrastructure funding for bridges, roadways, seawalls, and airport needs. Mr. Diamond 
relayed there will be significant collaboration between his office and Ms. Boehmer’s to pursue funding from the 
State and Federal side. CM Montanari asked if any changes to the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
would be brought before Congress, Mr. Diamond stated not at this time, but feedback can be expressed to the 
agency and congressional delegates. CM Gabbard relayed that in conversations with Congresswoman Castor 
concerns have been raised including feedback from the Pinellas County Property Appraiser and Flood Plain 
Manager with emphasis on flood insurance discounts for homeowners who make mitigation efforts. 
Councilmember Hanewicz asked about federal assistance for water way cleanups at Piney Point, Mr. Diamond 
will research and follow up.   
 Tallahassee Forecast – Laura Boehmer, The Southern Group 



 

Ms. Boehmer began with a review of The Southern Group team that will assist St. Petersburg. The anticipated 
focus this session is for legislation surrounding housing, insurance, and resiliency efforts with emphasis on 
building resilient housing along the coastline. Ms. Boehmer discussed the new Senate and House leadership and 
the potential special session being called for Hurricane Ian impacts. Ms. Boehmer closed by providing an 
overview of the legislative meeting schedule and recommended the development of a priorities list by 
December. 
 
CM Montanari asked for more information about insurance legislation, Ms. Boehmer relayed that there is a 
great deal of uncertainty after Hurricane Ian and creative solutions will be necessary to address affordability 
issues. CM Montanari asked whether a broad or specific request was more effective approach to communicate 
priorities and what route other municipalities use, Ms. Boehmer advised utilizing broad policy statements until 
applicable legislation is filed. CM Driscoll expressed interest in affordable housing legislation and policies that 
offer flexibility when applied rather than a “one size fits all” approach. CM Figgs-Sanders asked for an 
emphasis to be placed on regional transportation with tracking of both smaller projects and broad initiatives. 
CM Gabbard asked for best practice to convey the city’s needs, Ms. Boehmer responded that a unified agenda 
between City Council and administration would be the best approach.     
 
Committee discussion of 2023 State Legislative Priorities  
The committee members indicated their priorities for the 2023 State Legislative Session as follows:  
 
Councilmember Figgs-Sanders-  

• Working with FDOT and neighboring cities on regional transportation solutions and funding 
 
Councilmember Hanewicz –  

• Accessory dwelling units (ADU) financing and affordability measures 
• Water infrastructure initiatives that fortify systems for hurricanes and provide resources for clean water 

 
Councilmember Driscoll –  

• Condo inspection legislation, specifically any opportunities to assist property owners with safety 
upgrades or bringing properties up to current code 

• Monitor any legislation that clarifies the State Statute language on rent control 
• Electric Vehicle (EV) infrastructure legislation 
• Support of appropriations for the University of South Florida St. Petersburg (USF) Center of Excellence  
• Support of appropriations for the Florida Flood Hub 

 
Councilmember Montanari –  

• Monitor all legislation relating to property insurance affordability 
• USF St. Petersburg Center of Excellence 
• Appropriations for USF/St. Petersburg College (SPC) College of Nursing programs 
• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) operations moving to St. Petersburg 

 
CM Gabbard –  

• Affordable housing development tax abatement  
• Tax abatement legislation for employers who provide employee assisted housing 
• Wake zone speed enforcement after flooding to mitigate property damage  
• Legislation to address code enforcement preemption for unregulated work 
• Urban Agriculture Act language cleanup 
CM Gabbard continued–  
• Insurance for affordable housing developments 



 

• Support of appropriations for the Carter G. Woodson Museum  
• Support of appropriations for the Speer YMCA 

 
CM Gabbard asked for committee input for the organization of the legislative priorities list with the following 
focused categories: housing, insurance, resiliency, and transportation. CM Montanari requested an education 
category be added and asked if administration had input. Interim Chief of Staff Doyle Walsh responded that the 
list should be considered a “living document” with input from Councilmembers, city staff, administration, and 
the local delegation all being sought before it is finalized. CM Hanewicz shared that work is in progress with 
the lobbying team, administration, and potentially Senator Rouson’s office on the ADU item on the LAIR 
referral list. CM Driscoll asked that the education category on the state legislative priorities list instead be titled 
economic & workforce development in order to encompass related priorities.   

CM Gabbard adjourned the meeting at 3:44 pm  



Topic Return Date Date of 
Referral Prior Meeting Referred by Staff Notes

Discussion on tax incentives for Accessory 
Dwelling Units (ADUs) as a priority for the 

2023 legislative session.
TBD 4/21/22 10/27/22 CM Hanewicz 10/27/22 - Request to add to 2023 Legislative 

Priorities list

Thursday, December 8, 2022

Upcoming Dates: 5/19, 10/27, 12/08, 1/26/23

Legislative Affairs & Intergovernmental Relations 
Committee Pending & Continuing Referral List
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